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Chapter l 

HISTORY AND DEVELOPtlENT OF AQUATIC PARK 

Carolyn L. Ferlin 

In a waterfront colllllunity, all facets of water use and management are important. Berkeley's 

Aquatic Park is an example of successful recreational use of water in an urban environment. Urban 

parks offer an escape from the pressures of city life. For over forty-five years, Aquatic Park has 

provided such a place to the re·sidents of BErkeley. The western portion of the city, with its factories, warehouses and 

freeways, seems an unlikely place for a refuge such as Aquatic Park. If one sits along 

the east shore of the park and looks out over the lagoon, however, the factories to the east and the 

busy highway to the west seem almost unnoticeable. Perhaps it is this oasis-like quality of Aquatic 

Park that makes it so special, and so beneficial in a part of the city where there is little remaining 

open space to be enjoyed. 

Aquatic Park's boundaries are defined by the Eastshore Freeway to the west, the Southern Pacific 

Railroad tracks to the east, and University and Ashby Avenues to the north and south (see map, p. viii). 

The park covers ninety-seven acres, of which approximately sixty-three acres are covered by a shallow, 

salt-water, tidal lagoon (Berkeley, 1962). Directly south of the main lagoon lies another, smaller 

body of water, the model-yacht basin. Beyond the yacht basin, at the southernmost end of the park, is 

a small pond adjacent to the property of radio station KRE; it is consequently referred to as the KRE 

pond. 

The main lagoon is surrounded by lawns, shrubs, and trees that serve as barriers to both persistent 

bay winds and to the constant noise of the freeway. Most of the area that is landscaped for picnicking 

and other non-water-oriented activities is found in the southeast portion of the park (see map, p. 124, 

this report). 

Aquatic Park is the largest and one of the most valuable recreational areas in Berkeley. The 

following pages contain a discussion of the history of Aquatic Park from the time of its inception in 

the 1930's to the present. 

Alteration of Berkeley's Shoreline and the Establishment of Aquatic Park 

For over a century, the margins of San Francisco Bay have been modified by dredging, filling, 

road construction, and other development (Kunkel, 1980). The bay shoreline of today bears little 














